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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
WESTERN DIVISION 
MICHAEL STILKEY, an individual, 
          Plaintiff, 
v. 
YELP, INC., a Delaware Corporation; and 
DOES 1 through 10, inclusive, 
          Defendants. 
Case No. 2:18-cv-08459
COMPLAINT FOR COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT AND REMOVAL OF COPYRIGHT MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 
DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 
Peter R. Afrasiabi (Bar No. 193336)   Email: pafrasiabi@onellp.comONE LLP 4000 MacArthur Blvd. East Tower, Suite 500 Newport Beach, CA  92660 Telephone: (949) 502-2870 Facsimile: (949) 258-5081 
Oscar M. Orozco-Botello (Bar No. 313104) Email: oobotello@onellp.com ONE LLP 9301 Wilshire Blvd. Penthouse Suite Beverly Hills, CA 90210 Telephone: (310) 866-5157 Facsimile: (310) 943-2085 
Attorneys for Plaintiff, MICHAEL STILKEY 
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Michael Stilkey (“Stilkey”), complains against Defendant Yelp Inc. (“Yelp”), and 
DOES 1 through 10, inclusive (collectively “Defendants”) as follows: 
JURISDICTION AND VENUE 
1. This is a civil action against Defendant for its acts of copyright infringement
and removal of copyright management information in violation of the United States 
Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. §§ 101 et seq.  Subject matter jurisdiction exists under 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1331, 17 U.S.C. § 501(a), and 28 U.S.C. § 1338(a).
2. Venue is proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b) and (c) and 28
U.S.C. § 1400(a) in that the claim arises in this Judicial District, the Defendants may be 
found and transact business in this Judicial District, the injury suffered by Plaintiff took 
place in this Judicial District.  Defendants are subject to the general and specific personal 
jurisdiction of this Court because of their contacts with the State of California, which 
include, among others, soliciting and engaging in commercial transactions with California 
users and operating heavily-trafficked websites that permit users to search for local 
businesses.    
THE PARTIES 
3. Michael Stilkey is an individual who resides in Sierra Madre, California.
4. Yelp is a Delaware Corporation with its principal place of business in San
Francisco, California.  
5. DOES 1 through 10, inclusive, are unknown to Plaintiff, who therefore sues
said Defendants by such fictitious names.  Plaintiff will ask leave of Court to amend this 
Complaint and insert the true names and capacities of said Defendants when the same have 
been ascertained.  Plaintiff is informed and believes and, upon such, alleges that each of the 
Defendants designated herein as a “DOE” is legally responsible in some manner for the 
events and happenings herein alleged, and that Plaintiff’s damages as alleged herein were 
proximately caused by such Defendants. 
STATEMENT OF FACTS  
The Artwork Forming the Subject Matter of This Dispute 
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6. Michael Stilkey (“Stilkey”) is a prominent artist who creates paintings and 
book-art sculptures, among other forms of artwork. 
7. Stilkey’s work is in high demand and he enjoys renown in both the art world 
and the world of commerce.  His work has been exhibited internationally at myriad 
prestigious museums and galleries.  In addition, he has created numerous large-scale 
installations through the word, including in Italy, Switzerland, the Philippines and China, 
and he has done work for such notable institutions and companies as Nike, the City of 
Beverly Hills, The Standard, Rice University and the World Economic Forum. 
8. Stilkey created a large book-art sculpture for a specific physical space
(hereafter the “Artwork”) at the 1888 Center, a 510(c)(3) nonprofit in Orange, California 
devoted to books, arts and learning programs.  A true and correct photograph of the 
Artwork is attached as Exhibit A hereto. 
The Defendant and the Infringement 
9. On information and belief, Yelp is a successful online reviewing business that
serves its users through a popular mobile application and online website, www.yelp.com, 
and Yelp provides advertising for businesses through its application and website. 
10. On or around September 5, 2018, without authorization of or payment to
Stilkey, Yelp modified and altered a photograph of the Artwork, which photograph of the 
Artwork was an unauthorized derivative work, and then used the resulting image of the 
Artwork as the centerpiece of its own commercial email campaign. Yelp itself distributed 
copies of said commercial email campaign, entitled “Bookworms Rejoice for These OC 
Bookshops,” to third parties to advertise Yelp and its services.  A true and correct copy of 
the email campaign is attached as Exhibit B.   
11. As part of its advertising campaign, Yelp also reproduced, without
authorization of or payment to Stilkey, the photo of the Artwork on its website as a stand-
alone page within yelp.com.  A true and correct copy of that infringement is attached as 
Exhibit C. 
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12. The photo of the Artwork also removed Stilkey’s name that is signed on the
original Artwork, thereby removing/altering the copyright management information 
associated therewith and frustrating the association of Stilkey with own his Artwork. 
13. To make matters worse, even though the 1888 Center is the place which
houses Stikley’s Artwork and the 1888 Center sells books, Yelp’s advertising campaign, as 
exemplified by Exhibits B and C, referred its viewers to various booksellers in Orange 
County but did not even include the 1888 Center as one such bookseller.  In the process, 
Yelp’s actions created a further false impression that the Artwork was not associated with 
the 1888 Center. 
14. Yelp’s act of reproducing, distributing and publicly displaying a photograph of
the Artwork, and derivatives thereof, in commercial endeavors on its website and in its 
email campaigns was without the permission, consent, or license of Stilkey. 
15. On information and belief, Defendants’ reproduction, distribution and public
display of the Artwork, and derivatives thereof, by way of the email campaign and website 
posting evidenced in Exhibits B & C continues unabated to this very day. 
16. Stilkey timely filed a registration of the copyright to the Artwork with the
United States Copyright Office and a true and correct copy of the registration application is 
attached as Exhibit D. 
FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Copyright Infringement, 17 U.S.C. § 501) 
17. Plaintiff incorporates here by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 through
16 above. 
18. Stilkey is the author and owner of the copyright in and tothe Artwork, which
consist of original material that constitutes copyrightable subject matter under the laws of 
the United States.  Stilkey has complied in all respects with the Copyright Act and all the 
laws of the United States governing copyrights.  The Artwork has been timely submitted 
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with the United States Copyright Office.  The copyright application number for the 
Artwork is 1-6929882031 (Tomorrow Is Better 1888).  
19. All copyrights in and to the Artwork protected under application number 1-
6929882031, are owned by Plaintiff. 
20. Defendants have directly, vicariously and/or contributorily infringed, and
unless enjoined, will continue to infringe Stilkey’s copyright by reproducing, displaying, 
publicly distributing and utilizing the Artwork for purposes of trade in violation of 17 
U.S.C. § 501 et seq.  
21. Defendants have infringed, and unless enjoined, will continue to infringe
Stilkey’s copyrights by knowingly reproducing, displaying, distributing and utilizing the 
Artwork for purposes of trade. 
22. On information and belief, Defendants’ acts of reproducing, distributing,
displaying and creating derivatives of copies of the Artwork in photos in website and email 
campaigns, as outlined above, are willful acts of infringement because, inter alia,  
a. Yelp is a sophisticated online advertiser with full knowledge of the
strictures of federal copyright law and the basic requirements for licensing the use of 
copyrighted content for commercial exploitation and knows that it cannot use unauthorized 
derivative works of others’ artwork for commercial purposes without proper licenses or 
clearances.   
b. Indeed, Yelp licenses content, including photographs, for its site from
third parties and threatens the world that use of such content for commercial purposes, or 
distribution of such content, without consent, is unlawful.  A true and correct copy of such  
licensing strictures is attached as Exhibit E. 
c. Further, Yelp tells the world not to “swipe content” from others, as
evidenced by a true and correct copy of Yelp’s Content Guidelines attached as Exhibit F. 
23. On information and belief, Defendant, despite such knowledge, willfully
reproduced, publicly distributed and publicly displayed the Artwork on the Defendant’s 
Website and in an email advertising campaign. 
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24. Defendants have received substantial benefits in connection with the
unauthorized reproduction, display, distribution and utilization of the Artwork for purposes 
of trade, including by increasing the traffic to Defendant’s website and application and, 
thus, among other things, increasing the advertising fees realized. 
25. The actions of Defendants were and are continuing to be performed without
the permission, license or consent of Stilkey. 
26. The wrongful acts of Defendants have caused, and are causing, great injury to
Plaintiff, of which damages cannot be accurately computed, and unless this Court restrains 
Defendants from further commission of said acts, Stilkey will suffer irreparable injury, for 
all of which it is without an adequate remedy at law.   
27. Because of the willful nature of the copyright infringement, Plaintiff is entitled
to an award of statutory damages of up to $150,000 per work infringed. 
28. Alternatively, at its discretion, Stilkey is entitled to actual damages in an
amount to be proven at trial for the infringement of all works at issue. 
29. Plaintiff is also entitled to his attorneys’ fees in prosecuting this action.
SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(Removal/Alteration of Copyright Management Information, 17 U.S.C. § 
1202(b)) 
30. Plaintiff Stilkey incorporates here by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1
through 30 above. 
31. Stilkey signed his Artwork, thereby identifying himself as the author and 
copyright owner to the work in the traditional way that authors sign their works and this 
signature constitutes constitutes “copyright management information” as defined under, 
inter alia, 17 U.S.C. § 1202(c)(2) & (3). 
32. As illustrated by Exhibit B and C, Yelp removed Stilkey’s signature showing 
him as the author and copyright holder to the Artwork, and, as such, knowingly removed 
copyright management information with the intent to induce, enable, facilitate and/or 
conceal infringement of Plaintiff’s copyright in violation of 17 U.S.C. § 1202(b)(1) & (2). 
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Specifically, Yelp intentionally modified the photo of the Artwork and, in unlawfully using 
an unlawful derivative of the Artwork, intentionally removed Stilkey’s name in the 
rendition of the Artwork and then distributed publicly a copy of the Artwork that lacked 
Stilkey’s name, knowing that standard copyright information of the author as depicted in 
the lower right hand corner of the Artwork had been removed in the unlawful derivative 
version of the Artwork and knowing or having reasonable grounds to know that such 
removal/alternation it would induce, enable, facilitate or conceal infringement of 
copyrights, in violation of 17 U.S.C. § 1202(b)(1), (2) & (3). 
33. Yelp’s removal and alteration of copyright management information of the
Artwork and subsequent distribution of the photos with said removed and altered copyright 
management information was and is willful and intentional, and was and is executed with 
full knowledge of Stilkey’s rights under copyright law, and in disregard of Stilkey’s rights. 
34. Stilkey is entitled to recover his actual damages suffered as a result of the
violation and any profits of Yelp attributable to the violation and not taken into account in 
computing actual damages, or, at Stilkey’s election, statutory damages pursuant to 17 
U.S.C. § 1203(c), of up to $25,000 per act of removal and/or alteration. 
35. Stilkey is entitled to recover costs and attorneys’ fees from Yelp pursuant to
17 U.S.C. § 1203(b)(4) and (5). 
36. Yelp’s violation of 17 U.S.C. § 1202(b) has caused, and, unless restrained by
this Court, will continue to cause, irreparable injury to Stilkey not fully compensable in 
monetary damages. Pursuant to 17 U.S.C. § 1203, Stilkey is entitled to a preliminary and 
permanent injunction enjoining Yelp from further such violations. 
PRAYER FOR RELIEF 
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests judgment against Defendants as follows: 
1. For an order permanently enjoying Yelp, its officers, agents, servants,
employees, representatives, and attorneys, and all person in active concert or participation 
with them, from designing, copying, reproducing, displaying, promoting, advertising, 
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distributing, or selling, or any other form of dealing or transaction in, any and all 
advertising and promotional materials, print media, signs, internet websites, or any other 
media, either now known or hereafter devised, bearing any design or mark which infringe, 
contributorily infringe, or vicariously infringe upon Stilkey’s rights in the Artwork at issue. 
2. For actual damages and disgorgement of all profits derived by Yelp from their
acts of copyright infringement and falsification/ and removal of copyright management 
information and to reimburse Stilkey for all damages suffered by Stilkey by reasons of 
Yelp’s acts, pursuant to 17 U.S.C. §§ 504 (a)(1) & (b) & 1203(c)(2). 
3. For an accounting of all profits, income, receipts or other benefit derived by
Defendants from the reproduction, copying, display, promotion, distribution or sale of 
products and services, or other media, either now known or hereafter devised, that 
improperly or unlawfully infringe upon Stilkey’s copyrights pursuant to 17 U.S.C. §§ 504 
(a)(1) & (b) or from the removal/alteration of copyright management information, pursuant 
to 17 U.S.C. §1203(c)(2). 
4. For statutory damages for (willful) infringement pursuant to 17 U.S.C. §§ 
504(a)(2) & (c) and for removal/alteration of copyright management information, in 
accordance with, inter alia, 17 U.S.C. § 1203(c)(3). 
5. For costs and interest pursuant to 17 U.S.C. §§ 504 (a)(1) & (b), 17 U.S.C. §
505, and 17 U.S.C. § 1203(b)(4). 
6. For reasonable attorneys’ fees incurred herein pursuant to 17 U.S.C. § 505 and
17 U.S.C. § 1203(b)(5). 
7. For any such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and
appropriate. 
Dated: October 1, 2018 ONE LLP 
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By:   
Oscar M. Orozco-Botello
Peter R. Afrasiabi  
Attorneys for Plaintiff, 
Michael Stilkey 
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 
Plaintiff Michael Stilkey hereby demands trial by jury of all issues so triable under 
the law. 
Dated: October 1, 2018 ONE LLP 
By:   
Oscar M. Orozco-Botello
Peter R. Afrasiabi  
Attorneys for Plaintiff, 
Michael Stilkey 
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